TyRoll interprets new & old folk music 

Alpine music project has lots of rough, gutsy edges

Ötztal musician Marlon Prantl is in the process of realising an ambitious undertaking with his band TyRoll: the idea is to close the circle between the past, present and future through music. Traditional folk music and world music become fused in contemporary arrangements. Audiences are delighted by self-composed songs performed in the Ötztal dialect, unplugged, live & loud, both with and without artistic and multimedia enhancements. 

Unconventionally christened Volxmusik, this kind of folk music has successfully crossed all kinds of genres and divides. It has been specially crafted for a new generation of culture vultures, music lovers, passionate listeners and curious individualists. Marlon Prantl @ TyRoll has come up with an approach to music that is up-to-date, but not commercial or arbitrary. Although rooted in notions of history and the powerful concept of home, its music refuses to look solely back to the past. For live performances and recordings, mastermind Prantl frequently invites a select line-up of his fellow musicians to accompany him on the microphone, piano, accordion, drums, bass, guitars and other tools of his trade. They help to shape the sound of TyRoll with enormous passion and professionalism.

Stage presence & the sheer joy of playing music

The true strength of a band is revealed onstage, and no-one knows that better than the promoters of music festivals. But not every band lives up to the promise of their studio recordings when it comes to stage performances. That’s not the case with TyRoll: Here, spirited renditions and skilful alternations between loud and quiet tones enable their crossovers to play their way into the hearts and minds of audiences itching to dance. Their live appearances present the concept of belonging to a place called home in an inspiring new way. Marlon Prantl @ TyRoll is more than happy to use onstage enhancements in their efforts to uncover the many aspects of Tyrolean culture. Depending on the occasion it’s not unusual to see Schuhplattler, folk and street dancers, fire performers, acrobats or local brass bands appear alongside the band in front of the audience. This fusion of tradition and modernity, of multimedia elements and the full use of the human body is both a conspicuous sign that local music is very much alive and kicking, and offers convincing proof of its diversity. Naturally, a select line-up of TyRoll musicians is also available for unplugged performances at daytime and evening events. 

Global vision & local focus

Music is the language of the heart – which is why it is understood all over the world. Unlike literature, for example, bands do not need translators to broaden their fanbase. At the same time, Marlon Prantl @ TyRoll leaves no doubt that its identity is deeply rooted in the Tyrol’s Ötztal valley. The local dialect is officially regarded as Austria’s oldest language and has even been recognised by UNESCO as a piece of intangible cultural heritage. People in this part of the world have expressed themselves in this way for centuries. TyRoll takes this highly distinctive dialect out into a wider world through its idiosyncratic interpretations of typically Alpine folk music with a sound that is lively, fresh and modern. This profound (and at the same time amusing) form of entertainment also works very well in unplugged performances, far away from clichéd settings of quaint rustic barns and other preconceived notions. It invites audiences to transcend mental and physical boundaries. In their work as resounding ambassadors for the region that is their home, TyRoll has composed an authentic image of the Ötztal valley, of the Tyrol and of Austria. 

Experiments culminate in success 
The unusual has always been state-of-the-art for Prantl, a free spirit from the Ötztal valley who, it seems, is always on the go. Music, the performing arts and extravagant outdoor and multimedia activities shaped his vision of home and the world before creative experiments with authentic folk music led him to rediscover his musical roots in 2002. The newly formed band TyRoll made its first public appearance at the Alpentöne (“Alpine Tones”) folk music festival. It soon went to perform at the “popkomm” trade show and on radio and TV. The group notched up a string of thrilling live performances, including its appearance as the support band for Haindling at the Voixmusik-Open-Air concert in Tegernsee in 2011, and has been involved in inspiring collaborations with other music projects – the latest example being Tiroler Land wie bist du…? (“Land Tyrol, how are you…?”), a literary and musical passion from North and South Tyrol. TyRoll released “aLP (single)” as a CD, download and on vinyl in 2009. A new album is set for release in 2012.

